
Parent Advisory Committee 
(PAC) Conference  

On January 18th, Pasco School 
District parents attended the 
annual Migrant & Bilingual PAC 
Conference at Pasco High 
School. Attendees started the 
day by gathering for breakfast, 
while a Pasco High student gave 
a heartwarming speech about 
her life journey to date.  
 The conference was a day-long 
event, where parents had the 
opt ion to  at tend th ree 
informational sessions. Students 
also attended activity sessions 
throughout the day. During 
lunch, Ochoa Mariachi students 
put on performances for 
attendees. After lunch, parents 
had the opportunity to visit 
information booths hosted by 
staff representing various Pasco 
School District departments, 
outside community agencies 
and colleges.  Representatives 
were on hand to answer any  
parent questions. 
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Twain Elementary was on a ‘roll’ when they came up with a fun 
and entertaining educational event to include a pirate-themed 
Math Night. Many staff members dressed-up during the school 
day to promote the evening event. The pirate theme was chosen 
to make the event a fun and educational math-focused activity for 
students and parents to enjoy. Many students also participated in 
dressing up during the school day, and came that evening with 
their pirate costume on. It was an evening full of interactive math 
activities! The gym and cafeteria housed the different math game 
stations for each grade, with several games at each.  

Every grade level station focused on a Common Core Math standards, and games were 
targeted to meet and discuss the standard. They also had various stations of estimation 
games which included guessing how many jelly beans, Takis, and Skittles were in each 
jar. Whoever guessed the correct number, won a prize that was announced at school the 
next day. After going through the grade level station, students were given a token that 
gave them their grand prize of creating their own pirate ship using a sliced orange as a 
ship. 

Try This Out 

Effective Leadership Trait:  
Ability to Inspire 

Looking back over history, 
the leaders that come to 
mind first are the ones that 
have inspired others and 
motivated change.  

One way you can do this, 
is by inspiring your team 
to feel invested in the 
accomplishments you 
have and to celebrate 
achieving your goals 
together! Generat ing 
enthusiasm for all the hard 
work everyone puts in is 
important. Acknowledge 
the work that everyone has 
dedicated to putting in and 
congratulate each member 
of the team for each of 
their efforts. As a team 
leader, it is important to 
keep spirits up and that all 
b e g i n s  w i t h  a n 
appreciation for each 
person’s contributions, 
efforts, and skills! 

titled “What Makes You 
Shine?”. 
A new guest speaker segment 
was implemented, titled “Vets 
Speak: Words of Wisdom”. 
Livingston Elementary, ATP 
Chairs Kelly Longsdorff and 
Josi Geary, gave fellow ATP 
Chairs valuable insight and tips 
for success. Thank you ladies! 
During the “Voices from the 
Field”, portion of the meeting, 
representatives from Pasco 
schools shared ways they are 
reaching out to students for 
academic intervention- 8th Hour 
Academy, ways to create a 
welcoming meeting, and using 
parent feedback to engage more 
parents. 

Cluster Meeting #2 
ATP Chairs joined District ATP 
leaders on January 28th for the 
second Cluster meeting of the 
school year! Community 
members were invited as guest 
speakers to share information 
and resources available through 
Regional Service Corps (RSC), 
The Chi ldren’s  Reading 
Foundation of  the Mid 
Columbia, and the Mid 
Columbia Libraries. Pasco 
School District’s Public Affairs 
off ice  shared important 
information regarding each 
school’s ATP webpage. 
Information about the PAC 
Conference, helpful tips and 
tools to recruit more members, 
current parent attendance 
numbers, and how to engage 
more parents attend meetings  
were all topics discussed at the 
training. Upcoming due date 
deadlines were mentioned, as 
well as a new activity 
opportunity for ATP teams, 

Spotlight On: Twain’s Pirate Math Night 

Connection 

ATP Chairs work on a leadership   
activity about recruitment challenges. 

“Argh!”...A pirate mural greets 
people as they enter.  
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Resource Corner: A 2013 NNPS Promising Partnership Practice—  
Language/Culture-Based Family Workshops  

Dearborn Park Elementary School in Seattle, WA 

Important Dates: 

Esmeralda Magana-Valencia 

Parent Engagement Coordinator 

509-543-6714 

emagana@psd1.org 

 

Melissa Pierce  

Parent Partnership Coordinator 

509-543-6771 

mpierce@psd1.org 

 

Pasco School District  

School & Family Partnerships 

1102 North 10th Avenue 

Pasco, WA 99301 

Fax:  509-543-6769 

“ATP Connection” is published by the Pasco School District  for members of the Action Teams for Partnerships.  For questions or  

concerns, contact Special Programs  at the number listed above.   

This section of the 2013-2014 ATP Connection newsletter will highlight NNPS Promising 
Partnership Practices (PPP) from other districts within the network.  Ideas may be modified 
and easily adapted to enhance any school’s school, family and community partnership 
program.  It is our hope not only to highlight this year’s published schools, but to encour-
age others to try out new ideas. We hope teams will take these ideas and run with them!   

 

Action Team for Partnerships (ATP) of Dearborn Park Elementary wanted to create a 
way to communicate with their diverse family population in an effective way. The team 
came up with a series of workshops during the school year and met with each cultural 
group in their native language. ATP wanted to strengthen parents’ skills in preparation 
to be leaders on school committees and foster their child’s success in school. Meetings 
were publicized in first day school packets, in newsletters, on the school website, and 
via automated phone call reminders in their native language. While attending these 
workshops parents met the principal, teachers, and school support staff who would be 
working with their child. Parents learned rules of what to do when visiting school, pick 
up/drop off guidelines, rights and responsibilities, how to get involved in school activi-
ties, and ways to contact staff and the school. These workshops were an effective way 
to communicate school procedures and created an opportunity of becoming a parent-
school community.  

 

For more information and details about this original activity please visit the 
NNPS website at:  

http://www.csos.jhu.edu/p2000/ppp/2013/pdf/60.pdf 

To see all other published collections please visit: 

http://www.csos.jhu.edu/p2000/ppp/index.htm  

Quote of the Month:  

“A genuine leader is not a searcher for        

consensus but a molder of consensus.” 

- Martin Luther King, Jr.  

Bingo Night 

Longfellow Elementary 

February 20th 

5:30—7:00 pm 

 

Family Science Night 

Whittier Elementary 

February 26th 

6:00 pm 

 

Family Reading Night 

Livingston Elementary 

February 27th 

6:00—7:00 pm 

 

Vision of Hope Museum 

McLoughlin Middle School 

March 6th 

6:30—8:00 pm 

 

Cluster Meeting #3 

Pasco High Library 

March 25th 

4:00—6:00 pm 

http://www.csos.jhu.edu/p2000/ppp/2013/pdf/60.pdf
http://www.csos.jhu.edu/p2000/ppp/index.htm

